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Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 1 13 

Note on Secchi's Companion to 2 2481. 

In 1856 Secchi found that the smaller star of the pair 
2 2481. was itself a close double. It was a very difficult object 
with his telescope, and he was able to measure it on only two 
nights. A few measures were made by other observers in the 
twenty-five years that followed, and these indicated, rather 
uncertainly, a slow retrograde motion. From 1881 on, the 
star seems to have been entirely neglected until 1897, when 
it was placed on my regular observing-list. I have followed 
it carefully for the past eight years, and can now say certainly 
that the fact of orbital motion is established and that the period 
is probably not much greater than fifty years. 

Unfortunately the early measures are not only few in num- 
ber but also very discordant. It is therefore impossible to 
compute even an approximate orbit at this time, though the 
observed arc is fully 340 . It will probably be necessary to 
wait at least twenty years for data to define the apastron end 
of the apparent ellipse. 

The present note is written to call the attention of double- 
star observers to this pair, which deserves annual measurement. 
So far as I can discover, the following list includes all the 
existing observations : — 

MEASURES OF 2 2481 BC = SECCHI. 
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May 22, 1905. 












R. G. AlTKEN. 



